Two Saints Way, long-distance footpath 


Alternative variant at Festival Park — Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent 
9th May 2024 


Summer only — early (dry) May to late September (unless you like a bit of mud). 
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Existing Route (above). 


Variant Route: 


Once you are on the green part of Festival Park, you may wish to turn left instead of right when you 
reach the southerly foot of this excellent park. Crossing a road will then enable you to access the GO 
Outdoors mega-store, Boots the Chemists superstore, a big B&Q for lots of useful hardware and more, 
the lovely River Island for a sun-hat, sunglasses etc, and the upstairs Costa Coffee at Next. 


What follows assumes you have just exited the Costa Coffee at Festival Park, having supped, and are 
looking south at the bottom of the Festival Park car park. This alternative helps you avoid a long stretch 
of main-road trudging, and gets you back on the official route at Tesco. 


The Festival Park Costa Coffee and Next are immediately behind you. Walk over the little crossing, and 
down through the car-park on the pedestrian walkway. 
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You are heading for the pedestrian steps, and the bridge they give access to. There is also a short curving 
bike-friendly path up to the same place. The bridge was made to be bike-friendly. 


Head on and up over the pedestrian bridge, which lifts you over the main road. From the first top-corner 
you can glimpse the Hilton DoubleTree Hotel (formerly the Moat House). 


At the next bridge-corner you are alongside this lovely tree. See how it’s covered with lichen, as is part 
of the bridge — indicating good air quality! Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce can be seen through its 
branches. 


As you step down the bridge, look over to the traffic island, to see a relic of the old Garden Festival — an 
large old wooden boat sunk in the soil. Redolent of the Angles who came up the Trent to found England! 


Having crossed the bridge, turn left at the foot, and step a few yards toward the big boxy building. 
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This, as it happens is a 1980s Odeon cinema, with about eight screens. Perhaps useful if you want to 
escape the heat of a hot summer day for a few hours! 


Continue on down a just few yards... 


... and go up the side of the Odeon. 


The second crossing, with the entrance to a footpath just beyond it. 


PNT iy 


Footpath entrance, immediately ahead after you have crossed the second pedestrian crossing. 


Ye olde uneven steps down into the cutting... watch your step! 


A few more low steps, and away you go... 


Yes, this is inner-city Stoke-on-Trent. 


Further along, at the rough and dipped ‘crossroads’ of footpaths, carry on straight across. 


After this the path gets less trodden for a bit. But more tree-ish. 


Carry on up, and up... 
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At the top and end of the path, you can scrabble up the bank if you want. But the far easier way is to 
take the left exit path. 


You are now faced with the ring-road. Thanks to two sets of traffic-lights, it is not at all challenging to 
cross. Simply wait until all traffic flow is stopped (by the lights, out of sight), and then stroll to the 


central reservation. Then do the same again. 


Once across, note the start of the long beech hedge. There is an entrance here that allows you to walk 
inside this long hedge, on springy turf and along a rough trodden-down path. Thus you are away from 
the traffic somewhat. There is also an exit gap for the path, at the top end. 


Once across another push-button pedestrian crossing, you are nearly at the giant Tesco. Outdoor seat, 
toilets, socks... and the worst wonky/broken trolleys in the world, so choose yours with great care! 


Ok, you’re now at Tesco and back on the official path into Hanley. Walk along the Tesco frontage and 
turn right, and pick up the official map again. 
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